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CONCEPT NOTE

D

Nagaland. Other states, including
Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya,
and Mizoram have border disputes
with Assam. But the genesis of
almost all these border disputes
dates back to the colonial period. The
British rule saw the creation of borders
based on annexation and territorial exploration.
Colonial borders were retained and formalised during postcolonial India. The Government of India (GoI) has made efforts to
resolve the inter-state border disputes, but little progress and
success has been achieved. The North-Eastern Areas
(Reorganisation) Act of 1971 however, failed to address the issue
of inter-state border disputes. Each state carved out of Assam
holds fast to its traditional cultural boundaries, conveyed to the
people by their pre-Constitution rulers/ chieftains. Currently,
nearly all the north-eastern states do not have clearly defined
inter-state borders. People living in contested areas along the
borders have faced and experienced multiple adversities- lack of
development in different sectors, hostile atmosphere, violence,
and other consequences which deeply disturbed their daily lives
and activities. The need of the hour is to diffuse and neutralise the

ifferent themes were contested, different approaches were
popular, and different perspectives were held on how to
approach and analyse the boundary/border around the turn
of the twentieth century. Borders have been a popular topic of
research today, not just in geography but also in social sciences
and cultural studies around the world. Borders and borderland
regions could be studied primarily within the scope of numerous
social science fields. The purpose of a border is to distinguish
between the "self" and the "other." The primary function of a border
is to serve as a barrier between the "us" (insiders) and "them"
(outsiders).
Similarly, in India, the border disputes among states are not
different from any other country on the globe. The lack of proper
delimitation of borders is the key factor that has triggered conflict
and fuelled tension between states. In India, inter-state border
disputes can be classified into two categories- minor disputes and
major disputes. When the areas of conflict or disputed areas are
modest in size, they are considered minor, whereas major conflicts
and differences occur when the areas of conflicts and differences
are huge and there is bloodshed or loss of life and property.
Inter-state border disputes have taken place in northeast India
since the 1960s, notably with the emergence of the state of
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tension of such border disputes and to move beyond the status quo
to resolve the issue through mutual understanding and
cooperation.
When it comes to inter-state border disputes in northeast India, all
stakeholders play a vital role. The Government of India and other
state governments have held numerous rounds of talks and
negotiations on how to resolve inter-state border conflicts. During
the negotiations between state governments, it is observed that
the role of the Autonomous District Council (ADC) is mainly
ignored. Traditional institutions and the position of the headmen
are taken for granted. In contentious areas, civil societies and
student organisations are designed to bridge the gap between
diverse populations.
This two-day National Seminar aims to bring academicians,
policymakers, researchers, NGOs, civil societies, and student
organisations together on a shared platform to debate on
the following sub-themes and to review the historical evolution of
borders in northeast India. The seminar will also interrogate the
complexity of inter-state border disputes and its consequences,
and suggest remedies/solutions to these decades-old disputes in

the region.
As disputes prolonged and persisted, it destabilised the amiable
atmosphere in contested areas along the inter-state borders.
Thus, questions arise as to how and in what way the negotiations
and dialogues fostered by the Government of India and state
governments’ benefit the people residing in the disputed areas?
How well the central and state governments have implemented the
agreements and policies agreed on during the various rounds of
discussions? How effective is the District Administration and the
law enforcing agency (police) in assuming the responsibility during
times of conflict? What role have civil societies and student
organisations played and contributed in placating the border
stand-off and development in disputed areas? How do ethnic
tensions in disputed areas affect central and state government
negotiations? Have developments in the disputed areas ensured
peace and harmony among the border communities? The National
Seminar will discuss and deliberate the above-mentioned
pertinent questions afflicting northeast India and
suggest/recommend alternative solutions to reconcile the vexed
issue amicably.

SUB-THEMES
1. Colonialism and demarcation of borders in northeast India.
n 2. Genesis of inter-state border disputes in northeast India.
n 3. North-Eastern Areas (Reorganisation) Act of 1971 and its inability to resolve border disputes among states.
n 4. Role of the central and state governments in solving the inter-state border disputes in northeast India.
n 5. Role of the Autonomous District Council and Traditional Institution in the settlement of
inter-state border disputes.
n 6. Role of civil societies and student organisations.
n 7. Border encroachment- a struggle for land and other natural resources in northeast India.
n 8. Development and plight of the population living in contested areas.
Note: Besides, the above sub-themes, authors/contributors may also discuss other themes related to the
title of the National Seminar.
n
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IMPORTANT DATES
Last date of abstract submission
Date of confirmation of accepted abstracts
Last date for submission of full paper

: 1st November, 2021
: 6th November, 2021
: 15th February, 2022

REQUIREMENTS
Abstract must not exceed 300 words limit. It should include a title, name of the author, designation, institutional
affiliation, email address. It should also indicate the scope of the study, findings, and analysis, and five keywords.
Abstract title 14 point Times New Roman, main content 12 point Times New Roman, 1.5 spacing and justified.
The abstract should be submitted via email to skdchistpolscdept@gmail.com by 1st November 2021.

DATES OF SEMINAR: FEBRUARY 24th- 25th, 2022
VENUE: Blended Mode- Online and Offline, Conference Hall, Sankardev College, Shillong.

NOTES
n
n
n

Link for registration to be provided later.
Submission of full paper is mandatory before the presentation and only then will the e-certificate be issued.
Selected research papers will be published in edited book.

FOR FURTHER DETAILS, PLEASE CONTACT SEMINAR COORDINATORS
Dr. Eric Hynniewta (Assistant Prof. Department of History) ) 9366517337 Email: erick7ta@gmail.com
Dr. Montgomery Blah (Assistant Prof. Department of Pol. Science) )8974667080 Email: mont27blah@gmail.com
Dr. Sanbor Tynsong (Assistant Prof. Department of Pol. Science) )9612757478 Email: santynsong@gmail.com
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